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"THE MODE NONSENSE tHE BETTER. 
IP WE CANNOT MAKE THB.PEOPL£ 
BELIEVE GREATER NONSENSE THA,N 
THIS, WE SHALL NEVER DO ANY 
GOOD WITH THEM." 

T QUOTE the words of my Lord 
* Shaftsbury. on the subject of bis 
famous Popisk. plot; the credit of 
which has been-given to Dr. Oates. 
Thus did his lordship estimate the 
wisdpm of his countrymen ! and the 
iournals of parliament, furnish abuti- 
dant and lamentable proof of the ex- 
lent, to which the credulity even qf 
vrell )Tifo,rmed men may be abuafd> 
wlien the mind is pre-occupied by 
prejudice or passion. Happily, this 
plot has been long since disbelieved, 
and men are not now so very suspi- 
cious of tfiedesignsof their brethren, 
even in this ill-fated laud of jealousy 
and party. Yet there are not want- 
ing who still retain the prejudices 
of their grandfathers, and feel un- 
feigned alarm f<ir their properties and 
their lives from the machinations of 
Papists. 

1 need not mention that this spi- 
rit of distrust and disunion, howe- 
ver local, and confined to the lower 
ranks, is matter of deeper regret to 
the Philanthropist, than the circum- 
stance of some inoperative anti-catho- 
lic statutes still remaining unrepeal- 
ed ; nor, that th^ persons who ^xert 
themselves to keep alive such feel- 
ings, and succeed in spreading them 
over a large mass of our population, 
are the worst enemies of the nation's 
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security i the best allies of our com- 
mon tie. To a sincere itUentton, 
every indulgence is dtie. But the 
Wretched apology, we are compelled 
to offer, for the ignorant prejudices 
of many misguided protestanis, can 
never apply to the wilful agitator, to 
the deliberate falsifier of these odious 
creeds and obnoxious oaths that 
have been imputed to the sbndered 
religion of Catholics, or to some of 
its members. For such sowers of 
discoid, such calumniators of tlierr 
brethren, such murderers of life 
and character; not even charity it- 
self, " that thinks no evil/* 
can suggest an- apology : But it :s 
cheering to observe how Such ma- 
licious desigjis are often frustrated, 
though the stupidity that plans them, 
and directs their execution. 

1 have been led into these reflec- 
tions on the perusal in your last num- 
ber, of that extraordinary docuihent 
i« the form of an oath, which has 
been called the Thresher's Oath, If 
we traced the origin of the curious 
production in the information laid 
before my Lord Castlereagh, (who 
with his usual humanity and dis- 
cernment, declared his belief of its 
authenticity 1) we should probably be 
referred to sources equally genuine 
with those from which Sir Richard 
Musgrave has derived his Popish 
Confession of Faith. Of thisconfeso 
sion (comprised iii 35 articles, and 
given in pages 44'2 ai'd 41-3, of 
his Irish Rel)eilious, as the genuine 
creed of the Catholics,) one copy, 
we are told, was found in a Priest's 
box at Gorey ; a second, somewhere 
H h 
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in Carlo w, a third in the pocket of 
H drunken Priest in the county 
Meath, and a fourth, in the pocket 
«>fa Robber, who was killed in the 
Liberty of Dublin ! From the creed 
itself of Sir Richard,' (for it is his 
fabrication,) 1 will be excused from 
(]noting at present : nor would I 
dwell so long on this subject, but 
that I cannot help remarking the 
curious analogy observable between 
these two fabrications. For my own 
part, and I appeal to those who are 
acquainted with the original style 
and inventive genius of Sir Ri- 
chard, I must , confess myself so 
struck by the resemblance, that I 
■would almost venture to pronounce Sir 
Richard himself the common parent 
of both Yet, peVhaps, the Northern 
febritation owes its birth to some 
disciple of the learned knight;, to 
U bom on his flight from the lower 
regions of Irish historical research, 
lie communicated the sixret of his 
discoveries, and left heir to his in. 
ventive spirit. I may appear fond 
in adopting a system, and over- 
minute in itiqniring thus far, on a 
snbject of snch inferior importance. I 
shall therefore insist only on the ma- 
terial point, namely, that this oath is 
clearly a fabrication, without at- 
tempting to decide whether it de- 
rives its origin from the worthy Sir 
Richard, or from some other slan- 
derer. 

The real oath of the Threshers, 
resembling in form and principle the 
Defender's oath, was exhibited at the 
late meetinjjr of Mauistriites in 
Down. That the object and tenden- 
cy of these as.socialions were pure- 
ly defensive ; that they were form- 
ed as a safeguard against the plun- 
derings and outrage of sanguin- 
ary and armed Orangemen ; that 
this latter association, having com- 
pelled the other party to unite for 
safety, were in reality thfe sole au. 
thorsof the late disturbances 3 all this 



was stated, and broadly stated in 
the county meeting, and has stood 
uncontradicted even by my Lord 
Castlereagh himself! Such, then 
being the real oath, and such the 
real cause of its adoption— by what 
proofs has his lordship established 
the genuineness of this other stupid 
and impious test, which he yet was 
not ashamed to call the real oath of 
the Treshers ? Is it possible that 
these furious and exterminating Ca- 
tholics should exasperate their Qua- 
ker and Presbyterian neighbours, 
and the many Protestants who are 
not Orangemen, by thus pledging 
themselves to the work of their 
common destruction ? Or, if they 
had entered into such a diabolical 
conspiracy, would they have trusted 
the dangerous secret to transpire 
so soon, and go before the public, in 
a printed form ? 

The supposition is too revolting 
to common sense, that any factious 
person or , persons, could ofler this 
bloody test to be adopted and act- 
ed upon by Catholics, instructed by 
their pastors as to the enormity of 
the crime of murder, and who, 
whatever horror they might en- 
tertain of Oraiigism, were always in 
good neighbourhood and habits of 
friendship with many Protestants and 
Presbyteriaiis. Conspiracy does not 
proceed witb such imprudence. The 
leaders of it do not immediately tett 
all to those they would engage as 
instruments for a bloody purpose j 
because such a premature exposure 
would shock the feelings of the 
most cruel and unrelenting. Yet 
my Lord Castlereagh would have us 
believe the Catholic peasantry of a 
large proportion of the county of 
Down, intrusted to a man with tbi« 
dangerous sectet ! 

"InciedulusOdi !" 
No, thou worthy candidate for the re- 
presentation of that county, whose 
character you would defame; the 
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charge of extermination is unsuccess- 
fnlly retorted on the peaceable and 
unarmed Catholic, and reverts back 
to the Orane;emen, from whom not 
even your Lordship's address and 
manoeuvring can shift the ob- 
noxious imputation. 

But I trespass on your space, in 
noticing so much at length this pro- 
duction of stupid and senseless cruel- 
ty *: and shall merely add a word 
or two, on the intention of the au- 
thor, whoever he may bef- 

That the views of the writer were 
malignant and murder<ms caimot, I 
think, remain i| question. The cir- 
culation of this instrument would 
naturally awaken the most horrid 
suspicions in the minds of those Pro-t 
testants and Presbyterians (and they 
are many) who though well mean- 
ing, still continue under the influ- 
ence uf old prejudices, and are most 
grossly ignorant of Catholic prin- 
ciplesj. Ihave heard, some, even 
in the middle class of society, ex- 

♦ This oath could never have been fra- 
med by a Catholic. It contains expressions 
that no Catholic-of the lowest sized intellect 
or, the slenderest acquaintance >»ith the 
christian religion would ever have made 
use of. But to believe iuc4 a me employed 
to draw up a test for the association, is as 
chimerical, as to suppose any Catholic 
./ould quote the scripture (the Protestant 
translation) to sanction and sanctify the 
commission of murder. 

f I have since learned that a certain Mr. 
M'C. has fallen under strong suspicions, 
A little time may probably enable us to 
cast some further light on this curious 
piece of criticism. 

\ I learn in the last number of the Maga- 
zine that a work from a Protestant hand , pro- 
fessing to give a fair exposition of the real 
principles (ifCatholicSfia preparingfor the pub- 
lic. Such a book has long been a great desi- 
deratum ; and it executed on the propo- 
sed plan cannot fail to remove much preju- 
dice from those who wish to be^informed. 
For there are some who ■»*'// hear nothing in 
favour of what they have been taught to 
identify with whatever is absurd, and 
whatever is wicked. 



press with terror their conviction o' 
its authenticity ! That this oath mus' 
operate as a fire brand, enkindling 
rage and revenj^e in the breast of 
the Orangemen, and furnish the pre- 
text, or the motive of much ill-will 
and much active hostility to an al- 
ready obnoxious coraniunity, must 
have been foreseen and intended. 

So much for the end proposed by 
this bad man. As to the criminality 
incurred, or its due retribution, it 

IS NOT FOR us TO JUDGE. 

1 remain, &c. &c. 

PHILANTntiOPDS. 

T. Fort, March IXst, 1812. 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

TV TY remarks on the Lancasterian 
.LVX system of education were not 
intended to do injury to the cause of 
the education of the poor; J thought 
I perceived sorne defects in the plan, 
and I wished to point them out, in 
the exjjectation that some person 
properly qualified, would, by mak- 
ing the system, more perfect, ren- 
der it more generally useful. I vvas 
also induced to ofl'er my opinion oa 
this subject, in consequence of ha- 
ving seen in Joseph Lancaster's book, 
entitled, " Improvements in Educa- 
ti<?n," a paragraph in which he says, 
" If any persons conversant with the 
subject of education from practice, 
should be disposed to suggest im- 
provements, which they thmk may 
be of advantage, in addition to my 
present system, I shall esteem it a 
privilege to receive their hints with 
deference, and pay them a maiked 
attention." I did* not think these 
■were mere words of course, and as 
ray objections did not arise from 
speculative theory, but from actual 
observation, I suggested ray thoughts 
in the hope of contributing, in a 
small degree, to advance the causti 
of the education of the poor. 

J. Lancaster has laid an excellent 



